became obnoxious to much obloquy, which on this score
was well deserved.
Nothing exposed the Jews to more odium in ages when
they were held most odious, than the reputation which they
possessed as physicians. There is a remarkable instance of
the esteem in which they were held for their supposed su-
periority in this art as late as the middle of the sixteenth
century. Francis I after a long illness in which he found no
benefit from his own physicians, dispatched a courier into
Spain, requesting Charles V to send him the most skilful
Jewish practitioner in his dominions. This afforded matter
for merriment to the Spaniards; the Emperor, however,
gave orders to make inquiry for one, and when he could hear
of none who would trust himself in that character, he sent a
New-Christian physician, with whom he supposed Francis
would be equally satisfied. But when this person arrived in
France, the King by the way of familiar discourse sportively
asked him if he were not yet tired of expecting the Messiah.
Such a question produced from the new Convert a declara-
tion that he was a Christian, upon which the King dismissed
him immediately without consulting him, and sent forth-
with to Constantinople for a Jew. The one who came
found it necessary to prescribe nothing more for his royal
patient than Asses' milk.
This reputation in which their physicians were held was
owing in great measure to the same cause which gave them
their superiority in trade. The general celebrity which
they had obtained in the dark ages, and which is attested by
Eastern tales as well as by European history, implies that
they had stores of knowledge which were not accessible to
other people. And indeed as they communicated with all
parts of the known world, and with parts of it which were
unknown to the Christian nations, they had means of ob-
taining the drugs of the East, and the knowledge of what
remedies were in use there, which was not of less import-
ance in an art, founded, as far as it was of any avail, wholly
upon experience. That knowledge they reserved to them-
selves, perhaps as much with a view to national as to pro-
fessional interests.
Nicolas Antonio sent to Bertolacci a manuscript entitled
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